v
A]‘ National Religious Campaign
Against Torture www.nircat.org

campaign@anrcat.org

UPHOLD U.S. COMMITMENT TO
COMMON ARTICLE 30OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Dear Senator,

The U.S. commitment to Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventionsis a centerpiece of our commitment to
fairness and justice and has, but for recent events, helped to make the U.S. aworld leader in setting standards for
treatment of detainees. Americans should be proud and supportive of the Geneva Conventions—we have worked hard
to ensure that they reflect our moral commitments. We played a major role in negotiating the 1977 Additional
Protocols to update the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

The President’ s proposed “Military Commissions Act of 2006,” released to the public last week, would put this
country in violation of the Geneva Conventions. The President’ s proposal would weaken the Common Article 3
standardsin our U.S. statutes. Common Article 3 is a centerpiece of U.S. commitment to fairness and justice, and has
made the U.S. the world leader in setting standards for treatment of detainees. Asaresult, our soldiers and citizens
abroad are safer from retaliatory and punitive treatment; we defeat those who would make martyrs of the tortured and
the abused; and our nation is safer and more secure.

The president’ s proposed “Military Commissions Act of 2006,” released to the public last week, would significantly
weaken Common Article 3 standards from the War Crimes Act. It would retroactively immunize U.S. personnel and
policy makers who have conducted abusive interrogations. It would also deny basic protections of fairness and justice
common to the jurisprudence of all modern nations.

We ask you to oppose precipitous action on thislegislation. Nothing about the events of the past month justifies
emergency treatment of a matter so critical to our nation’s treatment of others, our position of international
leadership, and our national security. History will either look back on this post 9/11 erain the U.S., and in particular
this vote on the president’ s proposed hill, as the time when the U.S. abandoned statutory commitment to its long-held
moral values for a shameful lesser standard, or as the time when Congress reiterated U.S. commitment to its basic
moral values. A matter of thisimportance should be studied and reviewed in the appropriate committees prior to
coming to afloor vote.

The National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT), a campaign of national, regional, and loca religious
organizations, brings together people of faith committed to ensure that the United States does not engage in torture or
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of anyone, without exceptions. Though we represent different religious
traditions, and we might express ourselves using different words and points of reference, we are unified in our belief
that U.S.-sponsored torture must end.

Thisletter arises from our deep conviction with respect to torture and inhumane treatment. We urge you to stand by
our country’s commitment to the Geneva Conventions. Moreover, any legislation on a subject with these moral
ramifications should receive extensive consideration, including public hearings, in the appropriate committees of
jurisdiction before being considered by the full House or Senate, particularly legislation that would permit torture and
cruel, humiliating and degrading treatment of any U.S. detainee by any U.S. personnel.

With deep respect for the moral principles that make America *“the shining city on the hill,” and in faith,
Jeanne E. Herrick-Stare, Chair of NRCAT's Coordinating Committee
Attachments:

"TortureisaMoral Issue” New York Times advertisement, June 13, 2006, signed by thirty national religious leaders.
"TortureisaMoral Issue” statement, signed by heads of 21 denominations and faith groups.
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Torture is a Moral Issue

Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest
ideals, hold dear. It degrades everyone involved — policy-makers, perpetrators and victims.
It contradicts our nation’s most cherished values. Any policies that permit torture and
inhumane treatment are shocking and morally intolerable.

Nothing less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of our nation. What does it
signify if torture is condemned in word but allowed in deed?

Let America abolish torture now —without exceptions.
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Are you a person of faith who wants to end torture?

Please visit our website at www.nrcat.org for more information.
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TortureisaMoral Issue

National Denominational and Faith Group Leaders
Join in Statement Denouncing Torture

Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest ideals, hold
dear. It degrades everyone involved—policy-makers, perpetrators and victims. It contradicts our
nation’s most cherished values. Any policies that permit torture and inhumane treatment are shocking

and morally intolerable.

Nothing lessis at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of our nation. What does it signify if
torture is condemned in word but allowed in deed? Let America abolish torture now—without

exceptions.
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Presiding Bishop, The Episcopal Church

The Reverend Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
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Primate, The Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

Rabbi Brant Rosen
President, Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association

Dr. Tarunjit Singh
Secretary General, World Sikh Council - American
Region

Rev. William G. Sinkford
President, Unitarian Universalist Association of
Congregations
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