
 

June 11, 2015 

United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  

Dear Senators: 

As you consider amendments to the National Defense Authorization Act, please support the 
McCain-Feinstein amendment on torture.  The amendment would prohibit torture by requiring the 
CIA and other agencies to follow the guidelines in the Army Field Manual when conducting 
interrogations, and by ensuring that the International Committee of  the Red Cross is given access to 
all detainees.  The amendment also provides a means to update the Field Manual to reflect the best 
legal, humane, and effective interrogation techniques. 

As Christians we believe that all people are created in the image of  God, endowed by our Creator 
with an inalienable dignity and worth.  Torture is a deeply degrading violation of  that image and to 
us it is never morally acceptable. As the most powerful country on earth, we should set an example 
for humane treatment of  prisoners; we should never allow our nation’s practices to be used to justify 
torture. 

Passing the McCain-Feinstein amendment would strengthen the legal prohibition against torture and 
thereby prevent the CIA from ever resuming its torture program. Please support McCain-Feinstein 
and help begin to put the CIA's brutal and degrading use of  torture behind us. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Winkler 
President and General Secretary
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