News from
Reﬁ)resentative Rush Holt
12" District, New Jersey
http://www.holt.house.qgov

For Immediate Release Contact: Zach Goldberg
November 12, 2008 202-225-5801

HOLT CALLS ON PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA TO ISSUE
TORTURE BAN UPON ASSUMING OFFICE

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Representative Holt today called upon President-elect Obama
to issue an executive order banning the use of torture by all government agencies once
he is sworn in as the nation’s 44™ president.

“Torture tarnishes our nation’s values and damages our credibility,” Holt said. “l have
worked for years to end our government’s use of torture. While an Executive Order will
not remove the need for legislation on the issue, it is a way for President-elect Obama to
put an immediate halt to our government’s use of torture during interrogations and to put
an end to the practice of secret detentions. By exercising his authority and acting
quickly, he will begin to restore our moral leadership on the issue and repair some of the
harm that has been done to our international reputation.”

Holt suggested that such an executive order incorporate key principles developed by the
National Religious Campaign Against Torture and should:

1) Be based on the “Golden Rule” principle: It must bar the use of interrogation
techniques which we would not believe to be acceptable if used against fellow
Americans.

2) Create one national standard for all U.S. personnel for the interrogation and
treatment of prisoners.

3) Require that we acknowledge all detainees to the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) and allow the ICRC access to them.

4) Require that we allow all detainees to have access to our courts and provide
them with the opportunity to defend themselves.

5) Bar rendition for torture.

6) Provide for transparency in our confinement and interrogation procedures,
including the videotaping of all interrogations.

7) Make clear that any U.S. official who authorizes, implements, or fails to prevent
the use of torture will be held accountable.

A Declaration of Principles that enumerates and expands upon these principles has
been prepared by the National Religious Campaign Against Torture, the Center for
Victims of Torture, and Evangelicals for Human Rights. Nearly 200 prominent faith
leaders from Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh communities,
as well top officials from every Administration since the 1970s, have joined together to
endorse the Declaration of Principles. It can be found at www.tortureisamoralissue.org.
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