
FACT NOT FICTION 
 

IT TAKES JUST 20 MINUTES. 
 

If you see the movie Zero Dark Thirty, the National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture asks you to take 20 minutes to view 
its short film on why torture is immoral, illegal and ineffective. 
 

Watch the film Ending U.S.-Sponsored Torture Forever at: 
 

www.nrcat.org/fact-not-fiction 
 

 
 
Zero Dark Thirty is a work of fiction that depicts graphic acts of 
torture.  The movie’s implication that the use of torture 
produced critical intelligence is inaccurate.  In particular, the 
clues that were essential to the hunt for Osama bin Laden were 
obtained through humane methods.  Torture, in fact, produced 
false leads that wasted valuable staff time. 
 

Take just 20 minutes to learn the facts about torture. 
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JUST THE FACTS 
 

Zero Dark Thirty is a work of fiction that creates the false 
impression that torture produced critical intelligence.  In 
December 2012, the Senate Intelligence Committee approved 
with a bipartisan vote a 6,000-page report on the results of a 
three-year investigation into the CIA torture program.  This 
report contains the facts about torture. 
 
Here is what senators who are privy to the report said: 
 

“[The] CIA did not first learn about the existence of the [Osama bin 
Laden] courier from detainees subjected to coercive interrogation 
techniques. Nor did the agency discover the courier's identity from 
detainees subjected to coercive techniques.”  

- Joint statement from: Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 
Chairman, Senate Intelligence Committee, and Senator Carl 
Levin (D-MI) Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee 

 
“It was not torture or cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment of 
detainees that got us the major leads that ultimately enabled our 
intelligence community to find Osama bin Laden.” 

- Senator John McCain (R-AZ) 
 
And Leon Panetta, Secretary of Defense and former CIA 
Director, had this to say:   
 

“In the end, no detainee in CIA custody revealed the 
facilitator/courier’s full true name or specific whereabouts. This 
information was discovered through other intelligence means.” 
 
 

For more information about U.S.-sponsored torture, 
check out www.nrcat.org/fact-not-fiction 
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