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KEY FINDINGS:  

· Over half of all respondents (52%) believe that the use of torture is never justifiable and the same percentage do not view information gathered from interrogation methods using torture as reliable.

·  Respondents overwhelmingly (81%) think that the practice of water boarding, defined as simulated drowning in a controlled environment, is a form a torture. This includes 87% of Independent voters, 84% of Democrats, and 70% of Republicans. 

· Women are more likely than men to oppose the use of torture. 81% of women compared with 71% of men view water boarding as torture, and 57% of women compared with 45% of men oppose the use of torture in any circumstance.

· Democrats and Independent voters are more likely than Republican voters to oppose torture. Among Democratic voters, 65% oppose torture in any form, compared with 49% of Independents and 36% of Republicans.

· Less than a third (31%) of respondents support the use of torture in a “ticking time bomb scenario.”

· Over half (56%) of respondents over age 61 oppose torture in all forms, while only 39% of young voters (age 18-34) oppose torture in all forms

· 71% of respondents who approve of President George W. Bush view the process of water boarding as a form of torture. And 36% of the same respondents say that the use of torture can never be justified.

· Only 13% of all respondents believe that the use of torture can always be justified to get important information for our national security.

ANALYSIS:

The results of a statewide survey of Pennsylvanians indicates that the citizens of the Commonwealth oppose the use of torture in terms of acquiring information relevant to national security, including the practice of water boarding. In this survey, only 13% of Pennsylvanian’s believe that torture is always justifiable to gain information for our national security. Water boarding in particular is almost universally opposed, with a large percentage of both Democrats and Republicans opposing the practice. It is important to note that 71% of Pennsylvanian’s who approve of George Bush’s job disagree with him on the use of water boarding. The survey results show that opinions on torture generally transcend partisan line in Pennsylvania, indicating commonality with the positions of presidential candidates of both parties on this matter. 

The survey findings also provide evidence that men are more likely than women to approve of the use of torture. While there are many potential factors that may affect this gender gap, the results could be related to a body of research on masculinity.  For example David Brooks and Louise Stevenson argue in their article, “The Dark Side of Masculinity” (Levant, Ron and William S. Pollack, A New Psychology of Men, Basic Books: 1995. Page 281) that the definition of normative masculinity is based on toughness, aggression, and the avoidance of anything feminine. Thus higher male support for the use of torture may be in line with their need to be seen as tough on terrorism and not submissive in terms of American national security. 

METHODOLOGY:  

The following key findings report summarizes data collected in a telephone survey of residents of the state of Pennsylvania between February 2 and February 28, 2007.  Individual households throughout Pennsylvania were selected randomly for inclusion in the study. The sample of phone numbers used in the survey was generated by Genesys Sampling Systems of Ft. Washington, PA.  Interviewing was conducted by the staff of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion, with 410 surveys completed. This number of completions results in a margin of error of +/- 5% at the 95% confidence interval. However the margin of errors for sub groups (i.e. women, income groups, age categories) is larger due to smaller sample size.  Percentages throughout the survey have been rounded upward at the .5 mark, thus many totals in the results will not equal 100%.  The survey questionnaire was designed by the staff of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion in consultation with staff members of the Morning Call.

	
	Torture can always be justified to get important information for our national security
	Torture should only be used in extreme circumstances 

(Eg: Ticking Time Bomb theory)
	The use of torture is never justifiable in any circumstance
	Not Sure

(Volunteered)
	Refused

(Volunteered)

	Overall
	13%
	31%
	52%
	3%
	2%

	Male
	21%
	29%
	45%
	3%
	3%

	Female
	6%
	33%
	57%
	3%
	<1%

	Approve of G.W. Bush
	15%
	42%
	36%
	6%
	1%

	Disapprove of G. W. Bush
	11%
	28%
	59%
	2%
	0%

	Democrat
	9%
	25%
	65%
	2%
	0%

	Republican
	21%
	41%
	36%
	1%
	<1%

	Independent
	16%
	31%
	49%
	4%
	0%

	18-34
	13%
	47%
	39%
	2%
	0%

	35-60
	12%
	33%
	53%
	1%
	1%

	Over 61
	15%
	20%
	56%
	6%
	3%


Do you feel that the information gathered from interrogation methods using torture is reliable?

	
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure (Volunteered)
	Refused (Volunteered)

	Overall
	34%
	52%
	13%
	2%

	Male
	41%
	46%
	11%
	2%

	Female
	27%
	58%
	14%
	1%

	Approve of G. W. Bush
	54%
	30%
	15%
	1%

	Disapprove of G.W. Bush
	28%
	62%
	10%
	0%

	Democrat
	27%
	65%
	9%
	0%

	Republican
	45%
	38%
	16%
	1%

	Independent
	29%
	56%
	16%
	0%

	18-34
	50%
	39%
	11%
	0%

	35-60
	30%
	55%
	13%
	1%

	Over 61
	31%
	54%
	12%
	3%


Do you think that the practice of water boarding, defined as simulated drowning in a controlled environment, is a form of torture?

	
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure (Volunteered)
	Refused (Volunteered)

	Overall
	81%
	14%
	5%
	0%

	Male
	71%
	21%
	6%
	2%

	Female
	81%
	9%
	8%
	2%

	Approve of G.W. Bush
	71%
	19%
	7%
	4%

	Disapprove of G.W. Bush
	81%
	13%
	6%
	<1%

	Democrat
	84%
	9%
	6%
	2%

	Republican
	70%
	21%
	9%
	1%

	Independent
	87%
	13%
	0%
	0%

	18-34
	81%
	14%
	5%
	0%

	35-60
	77%
	15%
	6%
	2%

	Over 61
	73%
	13%
	10%
	4%
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