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PRESIDENT OBAMA: CLOSE THE GUANTANAMO BAY DETENTION FACILITY 
A Letter to the President by People of Faith 

 

During a press conference on April 30, President Obama reiterated his belief that the United States needs to close the detention center at Guantanamo 
Bay. Later in the day, 38 religious leaders released a public letter sent to the President and all members of Congress, describing the desperate 
situation at Guantanamo and calling on President Obama and Congress to back the President’s words with action by expeditiously moving to close 
the prison there. 

Please add your name to the letter in support of closing Guantanamo.  

Dear President Obama:  
 
We are deeply concerned about the ongoing existence of the Guantanamo Bay detention center and the indefinite detention without trial of many of 
the people imprisoned there. As representatives of U.S. faith groups, we oppose torture and indefinite detention without trial because they are 
contrary to the inherent dignity of the human person. As the nation’s most visible and painful symbol of torture and indefinite detention, Guantanamo 
Bay is a constant reminder of a deep moral wound that will heal only when it is permanently closed.  
 
In 2008, both major party candidates, you and John McCain, promised to close the prison at Guantanamo. Two days after your inauguration, you 
issued an executive order mandating that Guantanamo be shuttered within a year.  
 
Unfortunately, more than four years later, our government has not kept its commitment to close Guantanamo. Congress passed, and you signed, 
legislation placing restrictions on transferring detainees out of Guantanamo. This year, the Department of State shut down the office responsible for 
closing the prison. More recently, reports indicate that the military has requested almost $196 million to upgrade facilities at Guantanamo.  
 
In this time of austerity, instead of spending nearly $200 million to upgrade facilities at Guantanamo, our leaders should move forward with 
transferring detainees and closing the prison there. It is particularly troubling that the 86 cleared detainees remain imprisoned there – in many cases 
for years after they were cleared. The desperation and hopelessness felt by many of the detainees has recently sparked a hunger strike that is 
spreading among the detainees – highlighting the growing human tragedy of the detention center.  
 
Guantanamo Bay is a place where our government tortured prisoners, and it continues to be a place where many are detained indefinitely without 
trial. We believe that our government has a moral obligation to close the prison at Guantanamo. We hope that you share this belief and that you will 
act expeditiously to close Guantanamo. 
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YES, ADD MY NAME ON THE PETITION  
PRESIDENT OBAMA: CLOSE THE GUANTANAMO BAY DETENTION FACILITY 

Name — PLEASE PRINT E-mail* City & State ZIP Code 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

* Thank you for your support. When you provide your email address, we’ll add you to our mailing list to receive regular updates on ways to make 
your voice heard for a torture-free future.  You can unsubscribe at any time. 
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